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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The purpose of the Society shall be to collect and preserve artifacts pertaining to 
the Town of Cumberland and its history, making it available to groups, schools, 
and individuals. 
NOVEMBER 2013 VOLUME  
NOVEMBER THOUGHTS: 
"November comes  
And November goes,  
With the last red berries  
And the first white snows. 
 
With night coming early,  
And dawn coming late,  
And ice in the bucket  
And frost by the gate. 
 
The fires burn  
And the kettles sing,  
And earth sinks to rest  
Until next spring." 
- Elizabeth Coatsworth 
 
OCTOBER MEETING:  
Report written by Sue Wall. Those who attended said that this was one of the better programs 
that has been presented.  
Beth and Fred Maitland of Cumberland Center wore their presentation 
to our October meeting at the Mabel  I. Wilson School’s library on 
October 17th. We sat in the circular story-telling area, a perfect little 
arena for their “undressing” performance. They have been sharing their 
extensive knowledge of period clothing from the pre-Revolutionary War 
era since the 70’s (the 1970’s, not the 1770’s, they pointed out). For 
those of us who came to the show, it was great fun to see and touch items we had read about 
in books, shared by two people so enthusiastic and knowledgeable. If you missed it, we hope 
the following report will entertain you!  
Beth directs the show, as they model their full outfits and explain each item 
while taking it off. Cloaks are first – heavy wool, handsome and hand-made. 
Beth shows her leather gloves next, and her wide-brimmed hat that ties on and 
ties up with ribbons. Fred’s hat holds a decorative feather, and he shows how the 
hat ties up on the sides so that he won’t bump his musket against it or crush it in 
back when sitting in a high-backed chair of the time. He can let down the sides to 
turn the hat into a better rain-shield. Same is true of the tricorn hat he shows us next.  
Beth points out the ends of the sleeves of her chemise, poking out from under 
her dress. These can be adjusted with ties around the wrist or slid up near the 
elbow (but exposed elbows are a serious fashion no-no). The full-body chemise is 
worn day and night under all other clothing, and hangs lower in the back so that 
its tail can be pulled to the front between the legs and tied to serve as an early 
form of underwear.She holds up a set of “jumps,” a more comfortable canvas and heavily 
stitched version of the bone and wool stays she is wearing to support her chest and back. We 
get a peek at her stockings, which go above the knee but can be tied either above or below the 
knee. When she dresses, these go on early in the process, as do her shoes, because once the 
stays are in place, bending over is more difficult! Hip pads add width to the bodily image while 
giving the waist a smaller dimension to create a conical form. Layers of petticoats go on next, 
no fewer than three and as many as seven in cold weather. The first petticoat is quilted. Today’s 
top petticoat is hand-embroidered with colorful flowers, as this is visible through the front of 
her open gown.   We get a look at her bag, called a “pocket,” attached at the waist inside the 
gown. This is a precious accessory as she has just the one (some women have two), while men 
have many pockets in their clothing. She hauls out her handiwork which she carries everywhere 
for an idle moment, along with her timepiece and a chatelaine, which looks and sounds like a 
keychain but has sewing tools dangling from it. In her pocket is also a wallet where she carries 
precious papers like letters, though not much money as the men generally are entrusted with 
most of that. Her little bit of money comes from selling eggs and such; she calls it “pin” money 
because women accumulate some value in their sets of pins of various types and lengths. She 
shows us a real hawthorn thorn (very long and sharp) which can serve as a pin in a pinch, and 
thread-winders which hold thread before spools are invented. Beth’s fan comes out of the 
pocket too. She shows us how to say “Yes,” “No,” “I’m worried,” and… “Kiss me!” with the fan 
in various positions. The neckerchief she wears around her neck to protect her from the sun. 
Her busk is a stiff piece of ivory shaped a little like a curved ruler, placed in the stays to provide 
more separation and support of her chest. Her stomacher is white with embroidery and pinned 
to the bodice to fill the gap in the laced bodice of her open gown. Finally, her apron covers her 
front from the waist down, and she can use it to tote in vegetables from the garden by pulling 
the hem up to tuck in at her waist. Another style of apron with a bib front can be pinned to 
dresses – a “pinafore.” She shows off a “rump”, a padded piece tied at the lower back to poof 
out dresses behind, and tells us that women of the time also wear falsifiers to lift their chests 
for best effect. 
Her cap is always worn because hair is not washed often and can get very greasy. 
The cap protects any other head gear that might be worn such as hats, bonnets 
and night caps. As she tells us, weddings occur in June soon after the annual May bath! 
Further accessories Beth shows us include glasses which tie around the head, fancy black lace 
gloves for dressy occasions, wooden combs, a nail file made from a rough shell, a small glass 
mirror, a hair pin to hold a wig in place, a toothpick, a pomander containing sweet-smelling 
herbs to cover offensive body odors, and a bodkin, used to lace up pieces of clothing and pull 
stays together.  She tells us that in England men and women wear lace and buttons according 
to their status. Here in the colonies no social rules restrict men and women of any class from 
wearing all the buttons and lace they can afford. Women in the colonies pay entrance fees to 
tailor shops where they can view the latest styles from Europe, modeled on “fashion dolls” 
(about 15 inches tall) brought over by ship. 
Fred models his full suit. Beneath his cloak is his frock coat, waistcoat, and finally a long shirt 
tucked into his breeches. His shirt is the equivalent of Beth’s chemise, worn day and night next 
to the body.  As a member of the militia, he’s required to keep 18 cartridges on hand as well as 
weapons, ready to use at a moment’s notice. To pass the militia’s physical, each member has to 
have at least one upper tooth and one lower opposing tooth that meet in such a manner that 
he can bite open a cartridge to load into his musket. Everybody’s cartridges must have exactly 
the same amount of powder so that in battles (usually lasting no longer than 5 minutes) the 
range of shots can be judged and adjusted.  Militiamen know better than to carry a powder 
horn into battle, because if a shot hits the horn everyone near might be injured by the 
explosion. Only farmers come to battle carrying their powder horns, so when we see the 
powder horns in paintings of old battle scenes we are seeing farmers coming to the aid of the 
militia. 
The type of sword a man carries depends on his rank. And everyone carries a bayonet to attach 
to the end of his musket for self-defense at close range if the musket fails. Fred’s mess kit 
includes a pewter mug with a whistle in the end of the handle (he blows this for us).  He also 
carries a haversack holding a rawhide tie, a handkerchief, and a “hussif” (housewife), a portable 
sewing kit to do his own repairs while away from home.  As George Washington knits his own 
socks, Fred can do his own sewing too. Boots need frequent repairs, as the soles wear through 
in only two or three weeks of marching. Fred has a billfold for his money, and a tin box fire-
starting kit including flint, steel, striker, piece of material to catch sparks, pyrite and magnifying 
glass. We won’t tell the Mabel I. Wilson School that he demonstrates the sparking method for 
us (no fire!). He too has a solar-powered timepiece like a miniature sundial.  
Fred’s frock coat has pockets all over it, inside and out, the many pockets (and 
buttons!) signifying his wealth. The lining is in a lovely floral pattern and the coat 
fits closely to show off his physique. He poses with one foot forward in what is 
considered a manly stance, displaying his calves in their red socks. His waistcoat is 
bright red in front, and white in back. A cravat and stock around his neck complete the outfit. 
Finally he shows us his wig and nightcap. Travelers share beds with strangers, and men always 
wear their shirts and nightcaps to bed.  
Beth and Fred had fun sharing their extensive collection with their fascinated audience. They 
hung around to answer questions and let us handle all the items they brought. We are so 
grateful they made this program available to us! 
Thanks for this very thorough and interesting report, Sue.  
NOVEMBER NEWS: 
The table that we had at the Town Office for Election Day on November 5 proved to be quite 
successful. A few people paid their dues, we enrolled some new members, answered  a few 
questions, and made $777.00! Many thanks to Linda Fulda, Tony and Kathy Lisa, who helped 
man (woman) the table. The exposure to the townspeople is very important, too. There will be 
another table at the Greely High School Craft Fair on the 23rd. Diana Copp has volunteered to be 
at that one.  Thank you so much. 
The 2014 calendars are on display and for sale at the Town Office, the Prince Memorial Library, 
and the Atlantic Regional Credit Union. Remind your friends and relatives about them. Tony Lisa 
has done another beautiful job with the sketches that he has done: 
The Boy Scouts and Webelos , along with volunteer parents, raked the leaves at the Historical 
Society on Saturday, November 9, after their food drive. As we have done in the past, the 
Historical Society treated them to goodies and hot cocoa.  
David and Evelyn Thurston have sold their home on the Foreside, and have moved to Portland.  
We were reminded by Hope Foster that the school pictures in the September newsletter were 
misindentified. She taught first and second grade at the Blanchard Road schoolhouse, not 
second and third. Correction noted. 
The Officers and Trustees met in a 52o building on Thursday, November 7, to discuss and vote 
on the installing of a new heating system. It was decided to install a Fujitsu heat pump system. 
This system is one that was felt could best suit the needs of the Cumberland Historical Society, 
keeping the building and its contents in a safe and comfortable setting.  Details will be in 
December’s newsletter.  
 
 
ACQUISITIONS: 
A whole boxful of papers donated by Former CHS President Bruce Hazelton, including official 
papers and belonging to  David Spear in reference to the building of ships at his shipyard at the 
end of what is now Town Landing Road.  
A tin lard pail from the E. B. Osgood Butcher Shop (now Food Stop) from member Regina Raeke. 
At this time we need to say  ”Goodbye”  to Regina and her husband, John, who are migrating to 
Oregon to be with both of their children and their families.  
NEW MEMBERS: 
Dana Lukens,  Dr. John Woolverton,  Kathleen Grossman, Jeff Bendremer, Karen Morton, 
Jennifer Morton, and Tatjana Connors. WELCOME TO ALL! 
NOVEMBER STUMPER:  
 What was the name of the Captain of the Mayflower? 
Answer to the November Stumper:  (from WIKIPEDIA) 
Captain Christopher Jones. Christopher Jones (c. 1570 – about March 5, 1622) He was the 
renowned Captain and Governor of the epic 1620 voyage of the Pilgrim ship Mayflower. 
VETERANS’ DAY CEREMONY 
On Monday, November 11, 2013 the Town of Cumberland honored Veterans of the Korean War, 
as well as others with a parade, and a stirring ceremony held in front of the Veterans’ monument 
at Moss Side Cemetery. Over 200 townspeople attended and participated in the event. It was a 
heart-warming occasion, and a proud moment for the Town of Cumberland. Following the 
ceremonies in Cumberland, the vets and their entourage then went to North Yarmouth for 
another ceremony, then to Yarmouth for a final ceremony, and ended the day with a lunch at the 
AmVets Hall on North Road in Yarmouth 
Introduction  by Councilor Shirley Storey-King at the Veteran’s Day Ceremony at Moss Side 
Honoring Korean War Vets on the 60th Anniversary of the End of That War, Known as “The 
Forgotten War”. 
            Welcome: 
Good morning.  On behalf of the Town Council, and all the citizens of Cumberland, it is with 
pleasure and gratitude that I welcome you here this cold November 11
th
 morning to honor our 
Veterans, and more specifically our Korean War Veterans in this sixtieth anniversary year of the 
armistice of this conflict. 
 We could not have organized today's ceremonies without many hands and many hearts.  I am 
personally grateful for the assistance of our Town Manager Bill Shane, and our public safety 
personnel who set up and are participating in this morning's ceremonies.  Many thanks are also 
extended to Administrative Assistant Brenda Moore for her attention to an exhaustive and 
comprehensive list of Cumberland veterans, most of whom are recognized here on this 
monument. The celebration committee has spent many hours verifying names, but in case we 
have made any errors or omissions, my humblest apologies go out to the veterans or families of 
anyone we may miss in our recognition of veterans today. While all veterans are heroes and 
deserve our recognition and appreciation, it is especially timely that we extend our thanks to the 
veterans of the Forgotten War, so they themselves will know that in our hearts they are not 
forgotten. 
At this time, I would like to invite (our) Girl Scout Troop  to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Moment of Silence 
 
Bert Kendall 
 
Introduction: 
 
Our guest speaker this morning needs no introduction to many of you.  He himself is an Army 
veteran who has served on Cumberland's Town Council for over 21 years.  He currently 
represents the citizens of Cumberland and part of North Yarmouth in Augusta.  Please join me in 
welcoming Steve Moriarty to the podium. 
 
 
VETERANS DAY 2013 
REMARKS BY STATE REPRESENTATIVE STEVE MORIARTY 
NOVEMBER 11, 2013 
 Every year we pause on the date on which WWI ended nearly 100 years ago to honor all 
American veterans of every conflict and every era.  Today, during the 60th anniversary year of 
the armistice that ended the Korean War, we specially recognize the veterans of that war, a 
conflict which closely followed the end of WWII and which shaped the political and military 
destiny of the world for decades to come. 
  
 At the mid-point of the 20th century the world was in a dangerous and unstable 
condition.  The economies of Europe were a shambles following the devastation of the 1940’s.  
Our war-time alliance with the Soviet Union had collapsed to be replaced by a cold war that 
split nations into opposing armed camps and left the globe in a state of tense co-existence. 
  
 In 1949 the Soviet Union exploded an atomic bomb and immediately the unthinkable 
became a reality – a nuclear arms race between the two super powers.  Soon after, the Chinese 
Communists seized control of the country and Marxist dictatorships were on the march.  Here 
at home in the spring of 1950, these disturbing and frightening events spurred the rise of 
McCarthyism, which spread fear, distrust, and uncertainty among all Americans, and which 
caused untold damage to the American political system. 
 Then suddenly in late June, without warning or provocation, North Korea invaded the 
South, and within a few short weeks forced the defenders into a small defensive perimeter.  But 
America and other countries responded, and General MacArthur’s brilliant landing at Inchon 
forced the invaders to retreat northward.  When we pursued, the Chinese Communists 
intervened massively, ending any hopes for an early resolution.  When the truce finally came in 
July 1953, the pre-war situation was restored, but the armies did not back away and the tension 
and potential for renewed hostilities remained.  
 
 During the war hundreds of thousands of Americans answered the call, and our country 
supplied approximately 90% of all troops supporting the United Nations.  Nearly 45,000 
Americans fell in combat or went missing in action, and more than twice that number became 
casualties.  It was the hottest period of the cold war, and the conflict was a violent and deadly 
beginning to the second half of the century.  Unfortunately, it would not be the last such 
conflict that the world would experience in the following decades. 
 
 Looking back on the events from 1950 – 1953, we can express a number of conclusions 
with complete certainty.  Your service and sacrifices earned the highest praise and gratitude 
that this country can offer.  You stopped the spread of Stalinism.  You saved South Korea.  You 
saved the newly democratized country of Japan, and other countries on the eastern rim of Asia.  
Your courage under the most difficult conditions showed the world that we would not retreat 
or be intimidated by power-minded dictators.  Never again in the cold war would an adversary 
act with such reckless indifference when the interests of America were at stake.   
 
 Your fortitude also taught this country two important lessons.  The first is that 
isolationism and withdrawal, particularly in an age of ballistic missiles and atomic weapons, is 
no longer a legitimate policy and does not increase the nation’s security.  Secondly, we learned 
that there is no substitute for being prepared.  Preparedness does not mean belligerence or 
provocative behavior, but rather serves as a deterrent and demonstrates to all that there will 
be severe consequences whenever our security is threatened.   
  For your courage, commitment, strength, and resilience, we are deeply thankful, and 
the war in which you fought to protect our freedoms will never be forgotten. 
 
Reading of Names: 
 
Thank you Steve.  It is now my pleasure to read our list of Cumberland's Korean War veterans, 
many of whom honor us with their attendance this morning.  Please hold your applause until I 
have completed reading the names.  At that point, I will ask the veterans to stand and be 
recognized. 
           
 John S. Ames Sr. 
Donald R. Brann 
Kenneth E. Brann 
Thornton E. Candage 
Theodore S. Chadbourne 
Philip A. Chase 
Richard Cline 
Dean Dakin 
Robert W. Eaton 
Donald S. Fischer 
Herbert S. Foster Jr. 
Nelson B. Haynes 
Franklin Robert Heyner 
Wheaton G. Hudson Jr. 
Richard Lowell 
Frederick R. Maitland 
Frank Percival 
Herbert L. Powers Jr. 
Frank R. Rogers 
Granville I. Smith 
Harland E. Storey 
Leonard A. Taylor Jr. 
William A. Thurston 
Orrin W. Valente 
Everett E. White 
Marcia B. Willock 
Willard R. Wilson 
Merritt O. Wright Sr. 
 
Please stand if you are able and be recognized. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Wreath and Reading of the Deceased: 
 
We will now accept the presentation of a memorial wreath by Korean War Veteran and 
Cumberland resident John Ames, followed by a reading of the names and the ringing of a bell in 
memory of our deceased Korean War veterans. 
 
Closing: 
 
Again, on behalf of all of us here in Cumberland, we wish to extend our thanks to everyone who 
helped make today's recognition possible.  We will be forever grateful to the service men and 
women who defend the liberties of people, not just here in these great United States, but around 
the world. We invite all interested parties to accompany our convoy to North Yarmouth and on 
to Yarmouth where we will honor our neighbors.  All veterans and invited guests are encouraged 
to join us for lunch at the Amvets Hall on North Road in Yarmouth immediately following 
today's ceremonies. Veterans, would you please proceed to the buses? 
 
Thank you. 
 
NOVEMBER MEETING: 
We are meeting at the Library for a collaboration with Director Thomas Bennett, Jennifer  
Gifford, and the North Yarmouth Theater Group for the “historical reading” session. Thomas 
has written a paper , and will present a power point show while a group of us do the narration 
for the pictures being shown. Though there are 12 or so of us doing the readings, Thomas and 
Jennifer will still welcome anyone who decides to join in. You will be “a voice in the 
background” and in the dark so that you won’t feel that you are being stared at.  It should be an 
interesting evening. IT STARTS EARLY!!!! The time will be 6:30 instead of 7:00, and 
refreshments will be provided by the Historical Society.   
CONDOLENCES: 
To the family of Jean Szendrei. Jean was a very active member of the Cumberland Historical 
Society for a number of years, and was an important part of getting the artifacts organized and 
accessioned. Her art works were on display at the Wilson Funeral Home in Gray at her funeral, 
and they were amazing. Jean will be greatly missed by her family, to whom she was devoted, 
and by many friends in Gray, at the Gray Historical Society, and the Cumberland Historical 
Society. 
A PLEA FOR HELP WITH THE FURNACE FUND!! 
The Cumberland Historical Society, organized in 1936, is housed in the red brick schoolhouse at 4A 
Blanchard Road.  The schoolhouse is a facility for most of the meetings that are held ten months a year.  
These historically informational meetings are open to the residents of the Town of Cumberland, as well 
as to the general public. The building is also a storage repository for the collection of documents relating 
to the 192 year history of the Town of Cumberland, a museum to display the irreplaceable Cumberland 
artifacts, and an educational locale.  It is at this place that the Cumberland Historical Society directs the 
lessons each year for the nearly 200 third grade students of MSAD 51 about the town’s history.  This is a 
curriculum component aligned to the Maine Learning Results.  Members also do genealogical work, and 
do studies on the old houses in the town. 
When the Town of Cumberland turned the building over to the Cumberland Historical Society in 1987, it 
was renovated inside, and converted to the museum by the members of the Society.  They had collected 
the funds to do so on their own.  It is now apparent that the furnace of this 1853 schoolhouse building is 
no longer working.  It has served the building and the Historical Society well, but it is the original 
furnace, installed in the late 1980’s, with only one necessary update until this year. It has completely 
stopped, and the company that made this furnace has been out of business since the year 2000. We 
have studied some options, and have come to  
Our second issue is security. The installation of a security system would help protect the important 
Cumberland artifacts located in the building.  These artifacts are the legacy of the town.  They sit in the 
building unprotected.  While not necessarily valuable in monetary terms, they cannot be replaced if they 
are lost by fire or theft because they are relevant only to this town, and are one-of-a-kind items. We 
have been in touch with a company that can install a system designed for us. 
With this pressing issue at hand, and a small bank account to accommodate it, we now turn to the to the 
residents of the Town of Cumberland and make this plea for individual donations to cover the costs of 
installing a new heating system.  We have made several attempts to accumulate funds, and will continue 
to do so, but have still fallen short. With cold weather rapidly approaching, the integrity of the building 
faces freezing up. That means damaging not only the building, but  the contents, and that would be a 
significant historical, educational, and cultural blow to the Town of Cumberland. If each resident of this 
town donated a mere $5.00, this concern would be dismissed. Isn’t that a small price to pay to protect 
the heritage of your community?  
Please support the protection of the history of your town. 
Your thoughtful donation can be sent to: 
Furnace Fund 
Cumberland Historical Society 
P.O. Box 82 
Cumberland, ME  04021 
Thank you. And another thank you to those who added a little extra with their dues to help with the 
furnace fund. 
 
DUES ARE DUE: This will be the last reminder for this year 
Membership Application/Renewal 
2013 -2014 
CUMBERLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P O Box 82 
Cumberland, ME  04021 
Membership application:  
NAME:  
 _________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________ 
TOWN or CITY:_________________________________________________________________ 
ZIP CODE:  ________________________________ 
TELEPHONE: ________________________________ CELL: _____________________ 
EMAIL:  _________________________________________________________________ 
Do you your newsletter sent by email __________ or by USPS  ____________ ? 
WINTER ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________ 
   __________________________________________________________ 
DATES THAT THE WINTER ADDRESS APPLIES:______________________________________ 
IF YOUR BUSINESS IS INTERESTED IN BEING A CORPORATE SPONSOR, PLEASE INDICATE: ______ 
Membership dues are $10.00 per person  _______________________ 
Corporate membership is $100.00.  _______________________ 
Donation to the furnace fund __________________________ 
COMMITTEES THAT NEED TO BE FILLED: 
Refreshments ______________________________ Special Events _____________________ 
Publicity _________________________   Corporate sponsorship 
______________________________ 
75th anniversary of Cumberland Historical Society________________________________ (next 
year!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
